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Our Mission 
 

It is the mission of Home and Community Options, Inc., to provide support and residential services to people 
with developmental disabilities in order to enable individuals to live as full members of their communities. 



 
ñNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has .ò  

Margaret Mead 
 
Thirty four years ago Home and Community Options was founded by a 
small group of thoughtful and committed volunteers that challenged the 

way services were delivered to people with 
special needs. 
 
From our modest beginnings at 377 Main 
Street that served twelve people in 1975, we 
have grown to an agency that now serves 270 
individuals in 18 residential properties, two re-
source homes, a twenty four unit HUD apart-
ment complex and numerous individuals in 
their own homes. 
 
Thirteen years ago a small group of thoughtful 
and committed volunteers believed that an in-
tegrated community theater event could serve 
as an annual fundraiser and grow awareness 
of Home and Community Options. 

 
Our first musical raised nearly $20,000,  was produced by a handful of 
volunteers and introduced the community to an integrated theater ex-
perience with 30 cast members. Our most recent production raised over 
$50,000, ran for seven sold out nights, was produced by nearly 100 vol-
unteers and had an integrated cast of eighty -eight. 
 
Ten years ago a small group of thoughtful and committed volunteers cre-
ated a Family Resource Home model that would assist family caretakers 
with planned and emergency respite care. 

Agency Overview  2008 DONORS  
Philipps Bus Service 

Picken, Arlyn and Connie 

Pro-Build North 

Prosser, Stephen 

Quality Water Conditioning, LLC 

Quinn, Patricia 

Rattunde, Russ and Wanda 

Raz, Robert and Jean 

Reinarts Stained Glass Studios 

Renk, Martin and Polly 

Richter, Elizabeth 
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West, Sharon and Jerry 
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Whetstone, Jerry and Judy 

Wieczorek, William and Mary 

Wilant, Mark and Carol 

Williams, Charles and Claire 

Wilson, Shirley 

Wincraft Inc 

Winnebago Council No. 11 

Winona Agency 

Winona Clinic 

Winona Community Foundation 

Winona County Abstract 

Winona Day Care Providers 

Winona Family Dental Care 

Winona Health 

Winona Heating and Ventilating 

Winona Lighting Inc 

Winona National Bank 

Winona Post 

Winona Radio 

Winona Social Red Men 

Wohletz, Diane and Frank 

Wolfmeyer, Marvin and Pamela 

Wood, Patricia 

Wood, Constance 

Woodworth, Pete and Joyce 

Wunderlich, Warren  

Zimmerman, Mark and Grace 
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Herdina, Larry and Judy 

Hewett, Ron and Mary 
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Laska, Doris and Richard 

Lawson Software 

Leaf, John and Cynthia 

Lee, Carol 

Libera, Rosemary 

Libera, Stephen and Arlene 

Libera, George and Delores 
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Mark Deter Memorial Fund 
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McCormick, Ann 
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McNally, Betty 
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Mosher, Tom and Jan 
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Owen Warneke and Associates 

Papenfuss, Jerry and Pat 

Peerless Chain  
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Peterson, Gordon and Ann 

Peterson, Donald and Donna 

Petz, Beatrice 

When our first resource home opened in 1988 we served fif-
teen children and their families. Currently we serve nearly sixty 
children and their families in two resource homes by providing: 
a community based setting to increase developmental and 
adaptive skills for the child to be more independent, a home 
atmosphere to generalize skills to improve functioning of the 
child in the family home and in the community and planned 
and emergency respite care services for caretakers. 
 
In January 2008 a small group of thoughtful and committed 
staff and volunteers invented 
a model of services using 
technology.  It is now proven 
that remote monitoring tech-
nology using integrated smart 
home devices, video confer-
encing and call escalation 
software, can be a valuable 
service.  This model of service 
can afford maximum levels of 
independence while offering 
supports that are necessary 
to keep people safe and se-

cure in community based set-
ting for less cost. 
 
Currently Home and Community Options offers an array of 
technology services that allow individuals to get supports re-
motely and also to enhance the quality of service provided to 
an array of needs.   Further development of these systems will 
be significant to addressing the health care and supported liv-
ing funding crisis that is apparent in our society.  



Agency History  
March 14, 1975 First organized meeting with Winona area community organizers to discuss feasibility of developing a 

home for the retarded. Members were parents, ARC Members, Winona County Human Services and 

community advocates. 

August 14, 1975 Incorporation of Group Homes of Winona, Inc.  

Carl Iverson was elected as President. 

January 9, 1976 Frank Eorio was appointed as acting Executive Director. 

The first licensed residence at 377 Main Street was opened. 

January 13, 1977 Sharon Sacia (Kannenberg) was offered the position of Executive Director. 

July 1979 Planning for second group home facility begins. 

April 1980 Discussion begins to develop semi-independent living services. 

February 1981 Second group home at 252 West Wabasha opens. 

April 1981 Plans begin to develop a HUD Apartment complex. 

January 1983 Semi-Independent Living Services drop-in center opens. 

July 1984 Iverson Court opens. 

January 1985 Agency begins to develop Respite Care Services. 

July 1985 Agency begins providing services utilizing Medicaid Waiver. 

December 1985 Plan to reduce size of 377 Main from 12 to 6 clients. 

May 1986 First small community residence service begins at 855 East King. 

February 1987 Plans to begin first Corporate Foster Care site. 

June 1, 1987 Name change from Group Homes of Winona, Inc. to Home and Community Options, Inc. 

January 1990 Agency begins Personal Care Attendant Services. 

March 1993 Founding Executive Director, Sharon Kannenberg passes away suddenly. 

June 1993 Dennis Theede hired as Executive Director. 

August 1997 Agency closes Group Home at 252 West Wabasha and no longer provides group home services. 

Utilizes small corporate foster care model of 2-4 people as residential model of choice. 

 

Allaire, James and Barbara 

Anderson, Donald and Karen 

Andresen, Jack 

Antoff, Chris and Harley 

Astani, Marzi 

At Home Medical 

Auseth, Rick and Sandra 

B2 West/Win Air Aviation 

Bartleson, Lavern and Darlene 

Bartelson, Eric and Cathy 
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Frommelt, Larry and Pamela 
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Galewski, Jean 

Gallivan, Alissa and John Atkins 

Gilbertson, W.G. and D.D. 

Gillett, Ron and Joette 

Goetzman, Florence 

Goltz, Dan and Nancy 

Goltz Pharmacy 

Graff Todd and Laura Ziliak 

Graham, Thomas and Margaret 

Graphic Image LLC 

Greenwald, Martha and Randy Schenkat 

Griesel, Paul and Eleanor 

Hal Leonard Corporation 

Hanzel, Jim and Shannon 

Harris, Bill 

Hauser, Michael and Sue 

Hawkins, Ash, Baptie and Company 

HBC 

Helder, Gerald 

Hengel, Gerri 



Planned Giving  
 
Charitable Bequests Simple, Yet Often the Most 
Meaningful Gifts  
 
A Charitable Bequest is simply a distribution from your estate 
to a charitable organization through your Last Will and Testa-

ment.  There are different kinds of bequests.  For each, you 
must use very specific language to indicate the precise direc-
tion of your assets and to successfully carry out your wishes. 
 
Charitable bequests are unique in that they enjoy unlimited 
deductions from federal and most state inheritance taxes.  
 
Do you have an estate?  
Your "estate" is the sum of 
your assets, including prop-
erty you own, insurance poli-
cies, retirement accounts, 
cash on hand, etc.  Although 
we often think it is a wealthy 
person who makes a charita-
ble estate gift, even  

people who are not "wealthy" 
have the ability and the re-
sources to make a charitable 
bequest.  If every adult in 
America made a Will and in-
cluded a bequest of just 
$100, billions of dollars would flow to charitable causes every 
year. 

MOVING FORWARD  
Dennis Theede, Executive Director 

 
The financial climate of Minnesota will continue to be very difficult in maintaining services for people with 
disabilities.  Even the long term outlook is grim because of changing demographics in population.  We will 
have unprecedented increases in our aging population and a smaller population of tax payers and workers.  
These changes require us to take a leadership role in solving this problem.  The new service system must 
continue to support a high quality of life for citizens with disabilities in the community.   
 
Here are some of the key strategies that have been identified in our strategic plan that must be aggressively 
implemented: 
 
Integrated Stakeholder involvement in system change ideas and continuous feedback on how these ideas work.  
 
Educate and empower individuals and families to get more involved. If we do not, larger forces will decide the 
future of people with disabilities. 
 
Reduce the complexity and bureaucracy in the system so resources can be used efficiently and consumers can 
understand the service system. 
 
Identify and try new ways to support people who need residential care. Different models that are less expensive 
may work for some. 
 
Use appropriately designed technology to support people so that independence can be enhanced and increased 
quality can be achieved. 
 
Design a model of comprehensive services for children that  
  -identifies children at risk and supports them in the family home. 
  -provides aggressive early intervention to those who need it. 
  -provides training and support to family caretakers. 
  -coordinates service with medical, psychiatric and school supports. 
 
Support the development of a competent and well trained work force that is grounded in the ideals of the HCO 
philosophy and paid adequately compared to other professions in our community.  

August 1998 Family Resource Home model begins. 

February 2002 Second Family Resource Home established. 

August 2005 Home and Community Options begins a HCO Neighbors Recognition for financial supporters and 

inducts nine members. 

December 2006 Agency certified to provide Childrenôs Therapeutic Services and Supports. 

August 18-19, 

2007 

Saehler Drive Program and Crocus Circle residential site significantly damaged by flood waters.  

Saehler Program is relocated at the Lamberton Home until February of 2008  

January 2008 Agency begins establishing a for-profit entity to market remote monitoring technology with hopes of 

this entity sharing profits to support Home and Community Options  


